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J. REUBEN CLARK, JR. and LIMITED GOVERNMENT
J. Reuben Clark, Jr. was possibly the greatest statesman Utah has produced. This essay introduces
his prescient teachings about limited government, the relevance of which has only increased since
they were offered.
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which now rocks the whole earth [which] more and more

powers, has not forbidden them to do. Under the

takes on the character of a struggle of the individual

civil law, the people look into the law to see what

versus the State.” He asked: “Does the individual exist

they may do, for they may do nothing which their

for the benefit of the State, or does the State exist for the

sovereign has not explicitly or impliedly permitted

benefit of the individual?”1 He recognized the distance

them to do.

the United States had already “traveled along the road to
Statism” and continued to warn against this tendency.2

This civil law theory is so convenient to the executive, impatient of the restraint of law, that it is not a

In a characteristically strong warning, he noted the incur-

matter of wonder it should be finding favor among
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of the fundamental elements of our liberties.”8
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He decried this trend:
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5

the Fathers, is that our local governments should
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Under the Anglo-Saxon system—our constitutional

take care of local affairs. It was the aim of the

system—the people look into the law to see what

Constitutional Fathers that only those things which

they may not do, for they may do everything

affect the whole nation should be dealt with by the

which their government, under the specific grant of

nation; and that as to all other matters we should
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of the great mass ignorant of the locality, its needs, its
desires, and its deserts.”10
Nearly half a century after his death, as the State (and
particularly the federal government) continues its incursions into education, welfare and family life and threat-
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areas, heeding the strong voice of this great statesman
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from Utah becomes more important.
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